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HISTORY OF A CASE OF STAMMERING, 


Successfully treated by the long- 
continued Use of Cathartics, 


By Joun Bostock, M.D.F R.S.* 


IMPEDIMENTS of speech are usu- 
ally regarded as originating either 
in a physical defect of the organs 
which are exercised in the pro- 
duction of articulate sounds, or as 
proceeding from some cause more 
of a meatal nature, as habit, imi- 
tation, or the like. The modes 
of treatment that have been pro- 
posed, as far as we are made ac- 
quainted with them, are accord- 
ingly adapted to one or other of 
these supposed causes, and consist 
either in certain methods of ma- 
naging the muscles that are con- 
cerned in speech, or in counter- 
acting those circumstances which 
may be supposed to induce the 
habit, or the tendency to imita- 
tion. A case has fallen under my 
observation, which has led me to 


take a different view of the sub- 


ject ; and as the treatment has 
been, upon the whole, successfol, 
I presume that a short account of 
it. Will be acceptable to the so- 
ciety. | 

A boy, of a robust form and 
florid aspect, of a healthy consti- 
tution, and of more than ordinary 
activity both of mind and body, 
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~ when between two and three years 


old, and after having acquired con- . 
siderable readiness in speaking, 
was suddenly affected with so 
great a degree of stammering as 
to be almost incapable of uttering 
a single syllable. Two eminent 
physicians were consulted : they 
confessed their inability to propose 
any specific plan of treatment 
which might afford a prospect of 
success, but in consequence of a 
somewhat plethoric state of the 
child, they advised that a strong 
purgative should be given. The 
effect of the medicine appeared so 
favorable, that it was repeated 
three or four times, and each time 
with such decided benefit, as to 
leave no doubt on this point in the 
minds either of the parents or the 
practitioners. The complaint, 
however, shortly recurred, was 
again attacked with the same re- 
medy, and was again subdued. 
After this plan had been continued 
for some time, it was conceived 
that, in addition to the purgative 
system, the effect of which, al- 
though so salutary, was tempora- 


try, further advantage might be 


obtained by adopting a system of 
diet which should permanently re- 
duce the plethoric habit, and ob- 
viate the necessity for the couti- 
nual repetition of the purgatives. 
This was accordingly done, and 
was rigidly adhered to for several 
years. Animal food was totally 
abstained from, and even vegeta- 
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bles were taken in as sparing a 


quantity as was consistent with 
the support of the system. The 
effect of this regimen was sufli- 
ciently apparent in the altered as- 
pect of the child, who became 
much less plump and florid, but 
still retained a due share of vigor 
and activity, and was fully ade- 
quate to enter into all the sports 
and exercises suited to his age. 
I had frequent opportunities of 


witnessing the result of this plan, 
, and. [ may venture to assert, that 
it is impossible to have stronger 


evidence of the beneficial opera- 
tion of any medical treatment, than 
is presented by the case in ques- 
tion. 

By a steady adherence to this 
discipline for about eight years, 
the complaint was kept at bay ; 
but whenever any relaxation in 


the diet took place, or when the 


purgatives were omitted or too 
long delayed, symptoms of the iu- 
pediment immediately appeared. 
At length, when about twelve years 
of age, the tendency seemed so far 
subdued, that a relaxation of the 
restrictions was not followed by 
theusual unfavorable consequences, 
and the boy being then at a public 
school, it was not so easy to main- 
tain the former discipline. For 
some time no bad effects ensued, 
but at length the complaint recur- 
red, and was unusually obstinate, 
so as to require a long and severe 
course of purgatives, which, how- 
ever, was finally successful. 


~, During the last two years, the 


tendency has occasionally. mani- 
fested itself; but it has always 
been easily removed by a moderate 
use of purgatives, and by a tem- 
perate, although not a rigidly ab- 
stemious diet. The boy, who is 


now in his fifteenth year, may be 


said to be free from the complaint. 


No one but those who are aware 
of the circumstances of the case, 
and were, on the watch to detect 
even a slight defect, would notice 
anything peculiar in his mode of 
speaking. -He even possesses a 
considerable rapidity and volubility 
of enunciation ; and as a proof of 
this [ may state, that I was lately 
present at a juvenile exhibition, 
when he bore a conspicuous part 
in a comic dialogue, in which he 
displayed a complete command 
over the organs of speech. In 
this respect, he may be favorably 
contrasted with many of those in- 
dividuals who have been under the 
care of the masters who profess to 
remove these impediments. It 
would be unjust not to admit that 
they occasionally produce very 
beneficial effects on those com- 
mitted to their care, but I think 
it may be asserted, that in all these 
cases there is a certain peculiarity 
in the mode of speaking, which, 
although much preferable to de- 
cided, stammering, indicates that 
the difficulty is rather evaded than 
obviated. 

With respect to the purgatives 
employed in this case, it appeared 
to be of little importance which 
were used, provided the bowels 
were very completely evacuated. 
What was the most frequently 
employed was a full dose of calo- 
mel and jalap, succeeded by Epsom 
salts. Whenever the examination 
was made, it was found that the 
feces were in a morbid state ; and 
while the child was young, and the 
examination could be easily made, 
the necessity for continuing the 
medicine was judged of as much 
by the appearance of the feces as 
by the state of the symptoms. It 
happened, on two or three occa- 
sions, that a degree of salivation 
was unintentionally excited, but 
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it was not easy to determine whe- 
ther this circumstance was pro- 
ductive of any advantage, as the 
relaxation of the bowels was con- 
temporary and proportional. 

ow far we may be allowed to 
draw a general inference from a 
single case, I will not venture to 
decide ; but I may be allowed to 
say, that a trial should be made 
of a plan of treatment which is 
productive of no inconvenience, 
and does not interfere with educa- 
tion, or with the ordinary habits 
of life. It may be difficult to de- 
termine how far such a process 
should be recommended to adults : 
much must depend upon age, con- 
stitution, temperament, &c. ; but 
‘I should suppose that few indivi- 
duals would object to submit to a 
trial, although the hope of success 
may not be considerable. 

AsI propose this communication 
to be of a practical nature, I ab- 
stain from entering into any patho- 
logical observations on the nature 
and cause of the affection, further 
than to remark, that the complaint 
appears to consist essentially in a 
loss of power over certain volun- 
tary muscles; and that, as the 
muscles themselves do not seem 
to be affected, it ought probably 
to be referred to the class of 
nervous diseases, and may be re- 
garded as analogous to chorea, 
differing from it principally in its 
seat, and in its being confined to 
one set of muscles,—while chorea 
affects a much greater number of 
parts, and produces a proportion- 
ally greater disturbance of the 
constitution and functions. 
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II. 
DR. HOUSTON ON THE MUCOUS MEM- 
BRANE OF THE RECTUM.* 


Tue structure, form, and disposi- 
tion, of the tunies entering into the 
composition of the rectum, ought, 
of course, to be familiar to all who 
venture to meddle with this gut. 
Yet they certainly are not so, and 
probably the majority of the re- 
puted strictures of the rectum are 
not strictures at all, but merely 
some of the natural impediments 
offered to the introduction of fo- 
reign bodies. Dr. Houston, whilst 
engaged in anatomical preparations 
illustrative of the peculiar and re- 
lative anatomy of the parts in the 
pelvis, discovered the existence of 
valves in the rectum, formed by 
its mucous membrane. The mode 
of exhibiting them consists in dis- 
tending and hardening all the parts 
with spirit previously to being cut 
open. 
‘¢ The valves exist equally in 
the young and in the aged, in the 
male and in the female ; but in 
different individuals there will be 
found some varieties as to their 
number and position. Three is 
the average number, though some- 
times four, and’ sometimes only 
two are present in a marked de- 
gree. The position of the largest 
and most regular valve is about 
three inches from the anus, oppo- 
site to the base of the bladder. 
The fold of next most frequent 
existence is placed at the upper 
end of the rectum. The third in 
order occupies a position about 
midway between these, and the 
fourth, or that most rarely present, 
is attached to the side of the gut, 
about one inch above the anus. 

‘¢ In addition to these valves, of 
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tolerably regular occurrence, 
there are frequently several in- 
termediate smaller ones, but 
which, from their trifling projec- 
tion, and want of regularity in 
their situation, merit compara- 
tively little notice. 

“The form of the valves is 
semilunar: their convex borders 
are fixed to the sides of the rec- 
tum, occupying, in their attach- 
ments, from one third to one half 
of. the circumference of the gut. 
‘Their surfaces are sometimes 
~ horizontal, but more usually they 
have a slightly oblique aspect, 
and their concave floating mar- 
gins, which are defined and sharp, 
are generally directed a little 
upwards. The breadth of the 
valves about their middle varies, 
from a half to three quarters of 
an inch and upwards, in the dis- 
tended state of the gut. Their 
angles become narrow, and dis- 
appear gradually in the neighbor- 
jong membrane. Their structure 
consists of a duplicature of the 
mucous membrane, enclosing be- 
tween its lamine some cellular 
tissue, with a few circular mus- 
cular fibres. 

§ The relative position of the 
valves, with respect to each oth- 
er, deserves attention. That si- 
ftuated opposite to the base of 
the bladder, most commonly pro- 
jects from the anterior wall of 
‘the gut ; the valve next above 
from the left, and the. uppermost 
from the left: that near the anus, 
which is of least frequent occur- 
rence, occupies a place, when 
present, towards the left and pos- 
terior wall., Many deviations 
from these istated points of at- 


tachment for the folds will be 


found to occur, but the arrange- 
ment is nevertheless always such, 
as to form, by their being placed 
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successively on different sides of 


the gut, a sort of spinal traet 
down its cavity. 

‘‘In regard of the sacculated 
form which the rectum acquires 
by the presence of these valves, 
the gut resembles somewhat the 
colon in the condition of its inte- 
rior ; but in the peculiar spiral 
arrangement. of the valves, it 
bears more an analogy to the 
large intestine of some of the 
lower animals, in which—as, for 
example, the cecum of the rab- 
bit, the large intestine of the ser- 
pent and dog-fish—a continuous 
spiral membrane traverses the 
cavity from end to end, and gives 
to the alimentary matters a pro- 
tracted winding course towards 
the anus.” | oh 

The presence of these valves 
may be ascertained in the unpre- 
pared body, if looked for soon 
after death, and before the tonic 
contraction of the gut: has sub- 
sided. They then overlap each 
other so effectually, as to require 
considerable manceuvre in con: 
ducting a bougie or the finger 
along the cavity of the intestine. 
Mr. Cramptom uses a rectum 
bougie bent with a couple of light 
spiral turns, and, in the introduc- 
tion, moves it about gently with 
his thumb and fingers. He was 
induced to adopt this form, from 
having noticed that of itself it 
assumed such, when allowed to 
become soft by remaining some 
time up the gut... He: practises 
the spiral movement, from, eb- 
serving that during its return down 
the canal, after being thus mo- 
delled, it is disposed, if handled 
loosely, to take on that course. 
Dr. Houston suggests that these 
valvular folds may possibly be-— 
come the most frequent seat of 
stricture ; and he mentions some 
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points connected with that affec- 
tion, which tend te support, in 
some measure, his suggestion. | 


Ill. 
ABSENCE (CONGENITAL) OF THE AN- 
TERIOR LOBES OF THE BRAIN. 
From the Medico-Chirurg. Review. 


In the annual report of the new 
Anatomical Society of Paris, a 
preparation was shown by M. 
acroix, exemplifying the above 
mal-organization. The secretary 
of the society makes use of the 
following words:—‘* If the opinion 
which assigns to the anterior lobes 
of the brain the privilege of pre- 
siding over the higher intellectual 
operations, needed any new con- 
firmation, it would find a powerful 
argument in its favor in the case 
reported by M. Lacroix. In that 
case there was a complete con- 
genital absence of the aaterior 
lobes of the cerebrum, which 
were replaced by a collection of 
transparent serum communicating 
freely with the ventricles. This 
physical condition was accompa- 
nied, not by perversion, but by 
an almost entire nullity of the 
intellectual and moral functions. 
Here was an experiment made 
by nature, more valuable for phy- 
siology than any vivisections of 
the anatomist.””. The secretary 
remarks that this case tells both 
for and against the phrenologists ; 
—for them, as showing the seat 
of intelligence to be in the ante- 
rior part of the brain—against 
them, as showing that their skill 
could not have detected the cause 
of the idiocy, since the forehead 
was well formed, though full of 
water, and all the prominences 
well marked. 
Almost at the same time that 
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the above preparation was shown, 
another came under view where 
the left hemisphere of the. brain 
was found atrophied to one half 
its original volume, without any 
loss of intellectual faculties, the 
other lobe being entire. The 
atrophy was occasioned by an ac- 
cumulation of fluid in the lateral 
ventricle of that side, and the | 
opposite half of the body was 

completely paralytic. 


IV. 


LANCETTED STILETTES IN STRIC- 
TURE. 


Mr. Strarrorp has very Jaudably 
published an appendix to, instead 
of a new edition of his work on 
strictures, for the accommodation 
of those who hold the second edi- 
tion. He informs us that he has 
now operated on more than forty 
cases of permanent stricture, of 
the worst description, without a 
single failure. ‘‘In no instance 
has there been a false passage 
made, nor has the cutting through 
the contracted part caused pain, 
hemorrhage, inflammation, or any 
other unfavorable symptom.” 
The hardened structure of the 
stricture has been absorbed, and 
no relapse has taken place, as 
far as he knows. In addition to 
these cases, he has, on two dif- 
ferent occasions, divided through 
an enlarged third lobe of the pros- 
tate gland, which in one case had 
caused total, and in the other 
partial retention of urine. In 
both cases, the patients recover- 
ed the complete power of the 
bladder. We shall introduce a sin- 
gle case out of 18 here published. 


Case 11.—A_ distinguished 
general officer, rather more than 


& 
‘ 
| 


182 


sixty years of age, and of a shat- 
tered constitution, from hard ser- 
vice in India, the Peninsula, and 
other countries, placed himself 
under my care with a diseased 
urethra, which he had dreadfully 
suffered from for more than thirty 
years. The canal was irregu- 
larly thickened and contracted to 


four inches in extent, which began 


exactly four inches distant from 
the orifice, and terminated at the 
prostate gland. He had frequent- 
ly undergone courses of bougies, 
and the application of caustic, 
without any beneficial result ; at 
length ulceration took place in 
the urethra, the urine was extra- 
vasated, and a fistulous passage 
ensued in the perineum. In 
course of time this healed up— 
since which the passage gradually 
got worse, until it would not ad- 
mit anything larger than a No. $ 
-bougie, which, for the last six 
months, he has always been 
obliged to pass into the bladder 
before he could make water— 
and if he did not succeed in that 
operation, he invariably suffered 
from retention of urine. His 
bladder, also, had partly lost its 

wer, expelling only about half 
its contents. The urine was al- 

ways extremely fetid, and of a 
turgid dark color—and there was 
very frequently deposited a con- 
siderable quantity of sediment at 
the bottom of the chamber-pot, 
of a tenacious thick mucus, such 
as is secreted in diseases of the 
prostate gland. 

_* Having given up all hope of 
deriving any benefit from the 
common mode of treatment, he 
made up his mind to have the dis- 
eased structure gradually divided 
by the stilette. This I accom- 
plished by four different opera- 
tions, from time to time, and dar- 
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ing the whole treatment no un- 
favorable symptom occurred. At 
length I was enahled to introduce 
a’ No. 12 flexible catheter into 
the bladder, which I left there a 
few days. After this time I dis- 
charged my patient, allowing him 
to pass bougies for himself twice 
a week until the cure was com- 
plete. I have since heard from 
him by letter, in which he states— 

‘*¢T can now decidedly say, 
from experience, that your ope- 
ration has succeeded to my fullest 
expectation. I have never any 
difficulty in making water, and [ 
have invariably passed the bougie 
you desired me—No. 13—with- 
out stoppage, pain, or difficulty, 
every fourth day, and I can even 
pass a large No. 14.’ 

‘*He can now expel the whole 
contents of the bladder: the urine 
is never fetid, and the prostatic 
secretion has entirely disappear- 
ed.” — Ib. 


Vv. 


CASE OF RECOVERY FROM RUPTURED 
UTERUS. 


By J. W. K. Parxinson. 
From the London Medical Gazette. 


On the 20th of May, 1821, be- 
tween four and five o’clock, P. 
M., I was hastily called upon by 
the late Mrs. Maddock, a vei 

respectable and intelligent mid- 
wife, who requested me to ac- 
company her to a Mrs. Rumney, 
6 Hammond Square, Hoxton, to 
a case, as she believed, of -rup- 
ture of the uterus. She ioform- 


ed me, on our way thither, that 
she had been sent for two hours 
before, and found the patient in 
strong labor ; that, upon exami- 
nation per vaginam, she found the 
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os uleri fully dilated, and the 
head of the child low down in the 
pelvis ; that the pains increasing, 
the head began to press on the 
perineum, which led her to ex- 
pect speedy delivery, when sud- 
denly, during a stroug pain, the 
patient gave a loud scream, and 
said, “‘ Oh, what a pain! I am 
sick—I sure something has 
burst in my belly 
making an examination, the mid- 
wife found that the head had en- 
tirely receded beyond the reach 
of her finger. The patient now, 
she said, became affected. with 
vomiting and hiccoughing ; aud 
from the change which had taken 
place in her countenance, she 
thought the poor woman was dy- 
ing. Before she came off for me, 
the patient requested that a_pil- 
low might be put under her belly, 
for she Could uot bear the weight 
of the child. 

Oo my arrival, I found the pa- 
tient free from pain, but her 
countenance was expressive of 
much anxiety and alarm; her 
respiration was much hurried, and 
occasionally interrupted by hic- 
cough; her pulse was very sinall 
andicregular. Just before I saw 
her, she had vomited a_ small 
quantity of dark brown-colored 

uid. 

On making an examination per 
vaginam, I could not discover any 
part of the child, although I pass- 
ed my hand sufficiently high to 
ascertain that the capacity of the 
superior aperture of the pelvis 
was somewhat diminished by a 
projection of the sacrum. On 
placiag my hand on the abdomen, 
I could distinctly feel the child 
through the parietes. 

Convinced that Mrs. Maddock 
was right in her conjecture, I 
immediately proceeded to deli- 
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ver, by bringing down the feet of 
the child, which was very easily 
accomplished, the uterus not of- 
fering the least resistance; indeed 
I was hardly sensible of the exist- 
ence of that organ—for after my 
hand had passed the head of the 
child, which was lying loosely 
over the superior aperture of the 
pelvis, it seemed at once to enter 
the cavity of the abdomen. 

The hemorrhage, which before 
delivery was very trifling, now 
became very considerable, and 
the poor creature appeared to 
be sinking fast. I again intro- 
duced my hand for the purpose 
of bringing away the placenta, 
which I found detached, and lying 
ia Contact with the intestines, the 
convolutions of which I distinctly 
felt. Withdrawing the placenta 
with my right hand by means of 
the funis, aud keeping the left 
hand in the cavity for the purpose 
of preventing the protrusion of 
the intestines, afler a little time 
I was agreeably surprised to fiad 
it gently acted on by the uterus, 
when I gradually withdrew it. 

Although | considered the case 
as hopeless, I was pleased to find, 
after my hand bad been with- 
drawa, that the hemorrhage con- 
siderably diminished ; and that by 
frequently supplying ber with 
small quantities of weak brandy 
and water, she was so much re- 
vived, about an hour after deli- 
very, as to tell me, though with 
a very feeble voice, that she feit 
better. Her respiration, too, 
had become more tranquil, and 
with less hiccough, but her pulse 
was very feeble and fluttering, 
and she made frequeut efforts to 
vomit. I gave her, as soon as 
possible, sixty minims of Tr. Opii, 
and ordered thirty minims to be 
repeated every three hours. She 
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was delivered about 6 o’clock, 
P.M., and I saw-her again five 
hours afterwards, and was told 
that the first dose of Tr. Opit 
chad been retained, but that the 
second had been rejected, which 
had also been the case with small 
quantities of gruel, and brandy, 
which had been occasionally given 
her. She was now evidently 
under the influence of the opium, 
but I thought the appearance of 
her countenance was improved. 
Her pulse was certainly more 
determined and regular. 

I visited her again early the 
next morning, and learned that 
she had not had much sleep, but 
that she had lain very quiet, ex- 
cept when occasionally disturbed 
by vomiting or hiccough. As 
some degree of reaction had now 
taken place in the system gene- 
rally, and as she complained of 
much pain in the region of the 
uterus, especially when the left 
side was pressed upon, I took 
fourteen ounces of blood from her 
arm, and ordered her saline me- 
dicines to be taken through the 
day, and an opiate at night. On 
my visit the next day, though 
there had been occasional returns 
of vomiting and hiccoughing, I 
considered her in other respects 
better. Her pulse had acquired 
considerable steadiness, and was 
not too frequent, and there was 
much Jess complaint of pain when 
the abdomen was pressed. The 
bowels not having been relieved 
since her delivery, I directed that 
a drachm of Magnes. Sulph. should 
be added to each dose of ‘her sa- 


line medicine, and which, with 


the assistance of an emollient in- 
jection, soon produced the desired 
effect. should have stated, 
that a moderate discharge of a 
slight sanguineous character had 
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taken place from the vagina dur- 
ing the whole of the time since 
delivery, and which had now be- 
come rather offensive. Nothing 
worth remarking took place after 
this time ; the pain of the abdo- 
men, with the other distressing 
symptoms, gradually left her ; so 
that at the end of a fortnight she 
was free from any complaint ex- 
cept debility and a slight sangui- 
neo-purulent discharge from the 

It is necessary that I should 
state that Mrs. Rumsey, the sub- 
ject of the above case, was 36 
years of age, of a very short sta- 
ture, but apparently of a sound 
constitution. She had been the 
mother of several children, most 
of whom had been born alive, 
after tedious but safe labors. 

There are some _ interesting 
points respecting this woman’s 
subsequent labor, which I should 
have wished to have mentioned ; 
but which, with a few remarks I 
had intended to have made on the 
operation of turning the child in 
utero, and on the cases requiring 
it, I shall reserve for a future 
number, having already, I fear, 
trespassed too much on your va- 
luable pages. 


VI. 


CASE OF CONICAL CORNEA, — 
For the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. . 


Mr. Epiror,—In a late number 
of this Journal—Dec. 6, 1830— 
are contained some remarks, taken 
from the Western Journal of Me- 
dicine, on a disease of the eye 
called Conical Cornea, upon which 
Ihave a few facts to communi- 
cate. And as the disease is pro- 
nounced incurable—by Mr. Tra- 
vers, in his Synopsis of the Dis- 
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eases of the Eye—by any means 
hitherto tried, I have thought 
that even one true fact (among 
the numerous false facts with 
which the records of medicine 
abound) would be worthy of no- 
tice. 

On Professor Staughton’s com- 
munication f would only remark, 
that if his knowledge of the dif- 
ferent branches of Surgery, of 
which he is Professor, be of that 
definite and critical character 
which his remark that a pin-hole 
through a card might perhaps an- 
swer as well, in assisting vision 
in cases of conical cornea, as the 
tubular spectacle frame of Mr. 
Travers, would seem to indicate 
that he possessed of the principles 
of Qptics, he must be preemi- 
nently qualified to discharge the 
duties of his office.. 

But in relation to the disease, 
I wish first to remark, in respect 
to Mr. Travers’ assertion that 
‘Cit is unpreceded by inflamma- 
tion or any assignable cause,” 
that I have seen two cases of this 
disease preceded by conjunctival 
ophthalmia ; and in one of these, 
there was conjoined iritis, follow- 
ed by hypopion. _ 

Mr. Travers observes that he 
never has seen it commencing in 
old age. In one of my cases, the 
individual was about 60 years old. 

The same gentleman observes 
that ‘‘all attempts to remove 
this disease have hitherto proved 
‘ineffectual ;”? and Mr. Guthrie, 
in his most excellent work on the 
*¢ Operative Surgery of the Kye,” 
makes the same assertion. 

Aware how little dependence 
can safely be placed on the suc- 
cess of the treatment of a single 
case of disease, in deducing there- 
from a general principle of treat- 
ment, | would not be supposed to 
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present the present case as_one 
that is to establish a mode of 
treating this disease ; but as it 
has heretofore been considered 
so hopeless a form of disease, and 
as the method proposed by Pro- 
fessor Staughton had been tried, 
before seeing his communication, 
without any sensible benefit, I 
am induced to offer the present. 
case, with the hope that the me- 
thod of treatment may be more 
thoroughly tested by those who 
shall have the opportunities. 


S. C., zt. about 30, had lost 
the sight of the left eye about a 
year before, from a slow inflam- 
mation of the conjunctiva, by 
which the cornea was rendered 
permanently opaque ;—in Janua- 
ry, 1828, applied for advice, for 
inflammation of ‘the conjunctiva 
of the right eye, with a consider- 
able degree of opacity of the cor- 
nea, and an ulcer on its outer 
convexity, which was about the 
size of half a pea, through which 
protruded the internal lamina of 
the cornea—or what was former- 
ly soconsidered. This ulcer was 
healed by the Argent. Nit., but 
the opacity of the cornea was not 
removed. 

About eight months after this, 
application was again made, with 
the expectation that some opera- 
tion might be performed by which 
vision might be restored. At this 
time, I found the cornea very Co- 
and less 
opaque—some part of which was 
quite transparent. This was a 
case I kuew not what to do with: 
but as the fellow was so impor- 
tunate, | concluded to try some 
applications to the eye. After 
trying a number with no percep- 
tible benefit, I made trial of the 
Ung. Hydriod. Potasse, and lastly 


3 

} 

7 


786 


of the iodine ointment : but all to 
purpose. 

The fellow still continved his 
importanity for some kind of aa 
operation, although he had been 
repeatedly told that no operation 
could be performed which would 
benefit vision. As he complained 
of some tensive pain in the ball 
of the eye, I thought that an eva- 
cuation of the aqueous humor 
might afford some temporary re- 
lief from the pain. Accordingly 
I punctured the cornea, on one 
side, with the point of a lancet, 
with immediate relief from the 
pain. On examination of the eye 
some weeks after, I thought there 
was a perceptible diminution of 
the prominence of the cornea, 
although the diminution was very 
slight. This induced me to re- 
peat the operation, which I did 
by making a larger punctore. 


’ This was followed by a more 


sensible diminution of the disease. 
The third and last operation 
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consisted in a still larger section 
of the cornea. This time the 
common cornea knife was used, 
and a section of the cornea, cor- 
responding with the external angle 
of the eye, about one third of an 
inch in length, was made. The 
projection ofthe cornea did not 
seem to return after this opera- 
tion, and it continued gradually to 
diminish until the cornea became 
considerably flatter than natural ; 
and although the opacity of the 
curnea has prevented distinct vi- 
sion, yet its conical form seems 
permanently removed—as it has 
been more than a year since this 
change took place. | 

I find, on consulting Mr. Tra- 
vers, that he suggests the same 
operation as not an improbable 
one, although I was not aware 
that he had made the suggestion 
at the time I operated. 

Yours, &c. 
Burveicu Smart. 
Kennebunk, Me., Dec. 9, 1830. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1831. 


Mf. BELL’S LETTER TO HIS PUPILS 
OF THE LONDON UNIVERSITY, 


Tue connection of Mr. Charles Bell 


—the chief ornament and support of 


the London University—has at length 
been entirely dissolved, after a series 
of circumstances which have excited 
the attention and interest of the Pro- 
fession, As his final letter to hisclass 
contains allusions to the true grounds 
of his disaffection, and some remarks 
which will not be lost to the youoger 
members of the Faculty, we give it 
to our readers entire. 


Genrecmen,—Your good sense will 
suggest to you why I ought not, on 


this occasion of addressing you, to 
assign all my reasons for leaving the 
London University, Such a course 
would involve matters of which you 
will be better judges hereafter; but 
I owe you an apology for the sud- 
denness with which I have left you, 
and an explanation why a resolution, 
deliberately taken, should be so ab- 
ruptly disclosed aud acted upon. 

My resolution to resign at the con- 
clusion of the present season, did not 
proceed from the conduct of indivi- 
duals; nor did-I take upon me to 
estimate the characters or talents of 
my associates, My objections have 
been to a system; and, in justice to 
you, T ought to add, that the advan- 
tages I looked for from a different 
arrangement would have come very 
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slowly, and could hardly have been 
attained in your time, The disap- 
poiutmeut of my hopes does not im- 
ply that any professor is unworthy 
of your most respectful attention, or 
that the school is inferior to any oth- 
er, The statement which you will 
find in the following pages belongs 
to a different question allogether— 
the formation of a schvol superior to 
what this country has had yet to 
boast of, in system, subdivision of 
labor, and arrangement; this failing, 
I did not desire to continue a day in 
the University of London. 

The members of the Council, from 
education and condition in society, 
are well suited to preside over the 
classical and mathematical studies ; 
bat they have never appeared to me 
to respect sufficiently the medical 
profession; and, consequently, have 
never sought for information to ena- 
ble them to improve the medical 
school, When they appointed pro- 
fessors, it was perhaps too much to 
expect that they should defer to an 
authority so recently of their own 
creation. 

After my long experience in teach- 
ing, it would have been strange if I 
had not had a desire to see the sys- 
tem of our schools improved ; and I 
should have been to blame if I had 
not used my endeavors, on an occa- 
sion of such splendid promise, to gain 
something for my profession. This 
engaged me in expostulations with 
the Council of the University, so 
that I am willing to acknowledge that 
they may have traced much of their 
trouble to me ; but they could neither 
comprehend the strong motives which 
urged me, nor foresee the happy con- 
sequences of the improvements which 
I advocated. Here was the bias 
given, which it is necessary to know 
in order to understand how impedi- 
ments so slight as those I am to de- 
scribe could be attended with effects 
so unexpected, 

I had my lesser and personal griev- 
ances, To those who know how 
little I value physiology, in the com- 
mon acceptation of the term, it will 
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be a proof of my desire to see the 
experiment of a new school fairly 
tried, that I submitted to be called 
professor of a science—if a science 
it be—-on which an inceptor candi- 
date for medical degrees would read 
lectures more readily than I could. 
You are aware that the subjects on 
which I lectured were the higher de 
partments of anatomy—that I reason: 
ed on a demonstration in which my 
knowledge of anatomy and my expe- 
rience of disease came into use, as 
laying the foundation of just princi- 
ples in the practice of your profession. 
If you will call to recollection any 
one lecture, or take the last of all as 
a instance, you will see how little the 
subject-matter of my lectures corres- 
ponds with the title put upon them. 
It has been imputed to me asa 
fault, that I wished to preside over 
the anatomical depariment. I avow 
this; and I entered the University 
upou that understanding. But this, 
on my part, was po assumption of 
superiority, beyond what time, study, 
and experience, give to every man. 
It was my expectation, that all the 
lectures connected with anatomy, 
comparative. anatomy, physiology, 
pathology, surgical anatomy, would 
be formed into such a system as 
would at once allow each professor 
full opportunities to display his ta+ 
lents, and fulfil the liberal intentions 
of those who designed a great school 
of medicine. All the errors and mis- 
conceptions that have occurred, have 
procecded from the original appoint- 
ments made by the Council: and 
when I express this, let it not be said 
that I take upon inyself to object to 
the individuals selected. But the 
elections were all made before any 
system was arranged, If the Coun- 
cil had been fully aware of what was 
necessary for the improvement of the 
medical schools, and had meade out 
the different departments to be 
taught, and had afterwards appointed 
professors to these departments, all 
might have gone on satisfactorily. 
But professors were elected, and then 
attempts were made to furm a sys- 
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tem ; so that when the subjects were 
distributed, each professor conceived 
that the rights he had formally ob- 
tained through his election were in- 
fringed. We may here see, if we 
take up the case of any particular 
professor, that he was. vindicated in 
making his complaints: aod we may 
see also how the Council became 
involved ia trouble ; which they at- 
tributed to the individual applicants, 
when, it all necessarily arose, as I 
have said, from a wrong step of their 
own at the commencement. They 
wished to do justice ; and if we could 
suppose that a certain number of 
claimants were to be supplied from 
a common stock of a common mate- 
rial, justice would have sufficed ; but 
here, knowledge as well as justice 
was necessary to a proper distribu- 
tion, We know that in the present 
season no fewer than five gentlemen 


were engagéd in teaching human ana- fe 


tomy ; aad three certainly were lec- 
turing in the same class-room, on the 
same subjects, and with the same 
preparations put upon the table, three 
successive times in the same day. 
No member of the Council ought to 
take offence, when I say that unless 
he has a perfect knowledge of the 
whole subject, and experience of the 
practical consequences, he cannot 
comprehend the effect of such pro- 
miscuous distribution, or of sucha 
sacrifice to the principle of equality. 

A few days after the first opening 
of the University I saw that the sys- 
tem. would not work, and I then of- 
fered my resignation. In the end of 
Jast session it was equally obvious to 
qe that the machine would not right 
dtself, and that no efforts of mine 
could avail; and I declared, that un- 
less different arrangements were 
made, I must leave the University. 
My proposal was, that the Council 
should put down on paper their un- 
derstanding of my designation and 
duties in the London University. 
This I was to submit to my friends ; 
and if they approved, I promised to 
proceed zealously. The Council 
showed every desire to meet my 
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wishes ; but about this time they be- 
came engaged in other discussions, 
no doubt sufficiently distracting, but 
with which I had nothing.to do ; and 
thus the summer was spent, and the 
first of October drew near, It was. 
then no time to resign; and therefore 
I held the secret intention of resign- 
ing at the end of the present season. 

You know that, at all times, I ad- 
dress myself too earuestly to the sub- 
ject of my lecture to admit the intro- 
duction of a name, or a sentiment, 
at variance with the tenor of my dis- 
course. You know this now; aud I 
trust that you do me justice. It has 
been stated that 1 said, in my public 
lecture, that unless some gentlemen 
were removed from the University 
I would resign. I repeat that I ob- 
jected to the system, and not to any 
individual—to the acts of the Coun- 
cil, and not to the conduct of pro- 
essors. 

When I first lectured to you, you 
appeared to evince curiosity rather 
than interest; but, as you came to 
comprehend the subject, I had the 
pleasure of seeing you enter more 
and more’ deeply into it; and, for my 
own part, always agreeably engaged 
when with the students, I had for- 
gotten the existence of any body of 
men that could disturb our harmony. 
In the meantime the Council of the 
University were occupied, unwitting- 
ly: to me, with a matter which they 
have magnified into importance. In 
my clinical lecture at the Middlesex 
Hospital, I had expressed a desire 
to enlarge the opportunities of the 
pupils there and at St. George’s. I 
stated that the opinions of men edu- 
cated in the principles of Mr. Hun- 
ter, and with the experience of a 
London hospital, agreed in most of 
the great questions of practice; and 
I said that, if I could gain for my 
own pupils the advantage of hearing 
another hospital surgeon, they would 
learn that men of experience and of 
character, who had no necessity to 
court notoriety by new and bold ope- 
rations, differed very little in opinion. 


Tf the pupils could have such advan- 
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tages, they would better withstand 
the prevailing vice of the profession. 
- This desire, so natural to any one 
who had the best interests of the hos- 
pital pupils at heart, was brought be- 
fore the Council of the University 
by some meddling fool; on which 
they transmit to me a minute with 
followi+g expression: —* That it 
appears that Mr. Bell holds out ev- 
couragement to another school of 
medicine, and withdraws his support 
from the class of surgery in the Uui- 
versity.” 
_ If, by such means, I placed my 
hospital pupils within the influence 
of the teachers in St. George’s, I at 
the same ‘time brought the pupils of 
St. George’s Hospital under the at- 
traction of the University; and the 
Council are taking a very humble 
tone if they admit that, by placing 
the two schools in comparison, that 
of the University must suffer. It is 
the last of numerous instances in 
which they have been influenced by 
the fears and prejudices of those who 
communicated with them. 
The expression uf my intention to 
_ retire at the conclusion of the present 
course was drawn from me by a re- 
quest to form one of a new society, 
which had nothing to do with my 
public prelections. I strong 


reasons for declining this invitation ; 


and, to avoid giving offence, I put 
my refusal upon the shortness of the 
period that I would remain a mem- 
ber of the University,» I added, that 
I would, in due season, officially and 
regularly, according to the obligation 
I had subscribed, notify my intention 
of resigning. I need not add that I 
anticipated no such consequences as 
have followed. 
the pleasure of accompanying you 
through the season in your course of 
studies; but the Council, learning 
that I. had so expressed myself, with- 
out any communication with me, 
chose) to act upon this as a resigna- 
tion, ‘and followed up the minute, 
which I have in part transcribed, 
with a resolution, that ‘ immediate 


I hoped to have had 
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steps be taken for the appointment 
of a professor of physiology, who 
shall enter on his duties at the open- 
ing of the next session.” 

Such a minute, if respecifully con- 
veyed, must still have been offensive ; 
but it was prefaced with no word of 
acknowledgment or regret ,—the more 
surprising as coming from high-bred 
gentlemen. I have said truly, that 
when I entered my class-room, L 
have thought only of my subject, and 
of teaching you; and this ata time 
when I had much to irritate me. I 
had a good title to expect, that, when — 
the Council came to act deliberately, 
as the patrons of the University, they 
would have considered, that from the 
hour in which I had opened the class- 
es of the University, to the moment 
of their deliberations, there had not 
been 2 pause in my exertions; and 
that the testimony of your uninter- 
rupted attendance, zeal for the sub- 
ject, and respect for your teacher, 
had accompanied me_ throughoat, 
Repeatedly, during the last two years; 
have I urged to the members of the 
Council, that they should take’ their 
impressions from the attendance of 
the pupils on the public lectures, and 
from nothing else. ne 

On receiving this minute, I did 
not take my final resolution without 
giving the Council the opportunity 
of rescinding it, in order that I might 
fulfil my engagements with you. I 
informed them that, with such a re- 
solution on their books, I could not | 
again meet my pupils; but did mot 


feel myself called upon to accept 


their invitation to converse upon it. 
The well-grounded respect which I 
had for many members of the Coun- 
cil, and especially for those whose 
good-nature led them to come for- 
ward on such occasions, had often 
before induced me to yield everything 
to their wishes ; but here it was ne- 
cessary to be decided. There may 
have been some feeling in this mat- 
ter; but if I had not in such circum- 
stances taken leave of the University, 
I should have compromised my own 
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respectability, and that of the profes- 
sion for which you are preparing 
yourselves, [ need not say that lL 
acted against my own interest when 
I resigned my lectures, which have 
been a continual source of satisfaction 
and improvement to me, when I gave 
up emoluments not insignificant to 
my very moderate income, and when 
I exposed myself to the displeasure 
of many influential personages. For 
the last four years I have had my 
mind but too intently occupied with 
the interests of the London Univer- 
sity. J have lost much time ata pe- 
riod of life when itis hard toredeem it. 

Any grave and sensible person, on 
hearing this statement, may well say, 
“Why did not Mr. Bell deliver his 
lectures, and think of nothing more?” 
— This was exactly what I attempted 
to do—the deterntination with which 
I commenced the season. But such 
a mode of proceeding seemed to irri- 
tate, more than the strongest expos- 
tulations that [ had hitherto offered 
to the Council, and brought them to 
the resolution which has made our 
connexion no longer possible. Al- 
though I have said, from the deepest 
conviction, that the last duty a man 
should resign was that of giving the 
results of his experience to the young- 
er members of his profession, [ am 
now precluded from doing this, and 
must henceforth engage myself ex- 
clusively in the practice uf my pro- 
fession. 


Gentlemen,—I could have wished 
that this interruption had occurred 
when I had finished my Introductory 
Lectures on Desion, as exhibited in 
the Animal Structure. I then deli- 
vered a lecture to you on a general 
subject, which I would now desire 
you to consider as my last. Without 
reference to present circumstances, 
but proceeding from the interest I 
had in you, I endeavored to make an 
impression, which, if permanent, can- 
not fail to influence you through life. 
You may remember that I took the 
life and labors of Baron Haller as the 
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happiest example of the combination 
of the philosopher and the patriot ; 
that I pointed out to you his enthu- 
siasm in youth, with the restraints he 
put upon himself; the great labors he 
was engaged in at the middle period 
of his life, and their splendid results ; 
his retirement, his philanthropy, and 
his remarkable death, 

To prove the necessity of having 
a plan of life, and pursuing it steadi- 
ly, and that however great a man’s 
talents may be they require concen- 
tration and direction, I instanced the 
life of Mr. Hunter. TI assured you 
that labor, and the pertinacious pur- 
suit of great objects, were the cha- 
racters of true genius. J directed 
you to the contemplation of the mu- 
seum in the College of Surgeons, as 
a proof of how much one man may 
do in his day, 

Asa further proof of genius, being 
distinguished from the possession of 
trifling accomplishments, I placed be- 
fore you the character and labors of 
Baron Cuvier, As some encourage- 
ment in those studies which you now 
believe to be so severe a call upon 
your patience and industry, F repre- 
sented Cuvier engaged over an im- 
mense heap of portions of bones, the 
fossil remains of animals. I repre- 
sented him as possessed of a know- 
ledge of the minute processes of the 
bones, to which your knowledge is 
only as the alphabet of achild. I 
represented to you this man of great 
genius, aod highly honored ia all 
countries, submitting to the patient 
investigation of these materials, until 
he selected and arranged the minute 
portions into skeletons; thus disco- 
vering the classes aud genera of ani- 
mals that no longer inhabit the earth, 
and ascertaining the revolutions which 
the world itself had undergone. And 
this I proved to you was the effect 
of true genius, carrying a man for- 
ward to great objects through means 
apparently trifling to common minds, 

It was in the conclusion of that 
lecture, in which I felt you sympa- 
thised with me as pupils, that [ sought 
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to turn you from frivolous pursuits, 
and to direct you in the course of 
study best suited to advance you to 
distinction, and which at all events 
would guard you from ennui, and 
give you a pride in your profession. 
I would have you to look back apon 
that lecture as conveying my last 
advice, and as evincing the interest 

have in you. 

The sentiment is so natural, that 
1 am sure you will believe me when 
I say, that short as the time has been 
which we have spent together in the 
present season, being the last of my 
pupils, I must ever feel greater in- 
terest in you than in those who have 
gone before you. 

Cuarues Bent, 


QUACKERY. 


A CELEBRATED quack in England, 
Mr. Joho St. John Long, has re- 
cently undergone a trial for man- 
slaughter, aud the following are the 
words of his sentence :— 


“John St. John Long, you have 
been convicted of the crime of man- 
slaughter, with which you stood 
charged; and, after a patient hear- 
ing of the evidence, and a deliberate 
consideration of the case, a jury of 
your country have been induced to 
find you guilty. Every circumstance 
connected with your case has been 
duly considered by the Court, and 
they are induced to order the judg- 
ment which it is my duty to pass. 
The sentence of the Court upon you 
is, that you pay a fine of £250 to 
the King, and that you be imprison- 
ed in his Majesty's jail of 
until that fine be paid.” 


This is the second time this gen- 
tleman has been placed at the bar to 
answer for the fatal effects of his 
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practice ; and yet, though perfectly 
unaccountable, his dupes scem, by 
all accounts, tu increase with the 
development of his audacity and 
ignorance, 


Tapping in ydrocephalus. Dre 
Conquest has performed the opera- 
tion of paracentesis in another case 
of hydrocephalus. Thirty ounces 
of fluid were withdrawn at two ope- 
rations. At the first operation, 12 
ounces were taken away ; and at the 
second, 18. The child is apparently 
well, the bones having nearly closed, 
and the patient free from any evi- 
dence of the disease, although before 
the operation it had fits almost in- 
cessantly, and was altogether «a most 
deplorable object. But the most 
gratifying and important circumstance 
connected with the appearance of 
this infant was, that it gave him an 
opportunity of stating that the girl 
on whom he successfully operated 
last year continues in perfect health, 
not having a vestige of her former 
disease. + 


Rights of Authors.—A bill has 
passed the House of Representatives 
of the United States, and will doubt- 
less pass the Senate, securing to au- 
thors the exclusive right of publish- 
ing and vending their works for 28 
years. At the expiration of this 
lime, any one of the family who may 
desire it, is to retain the same right 
14 years longer. 


Boylston Prize.—The Committee 


‘of the Boylston Medical Society of 


Harvard University, for examining 
prize dissertations, has unanimously 
awarded the premium to Mr. JAMes 
Jackson, Jr., of thiscity, Subject— 
Inflammation of the Lungs.’ 


Whole number of deaths in Boston the week ending January 5th, 14. Males, 7,—Fe- 


males, 5. Stillborn, 2. 


Of consumption, 3—scarlet fever, 1—cholera infantum, 1—dropsy, ani 1—burn, 


1—fits, 1—mertification, 


1—drowned, 1. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 


ATHAN JARVIS, on account of fre- 

quent solicitations, will constantly 
keep for sale FRESH VACCINE VIRUS, 
taken by a physician from healthy sub- 
jects. It will be furnished at a reasona- 
ble price on demand, either in scabs or 
quills, Physicians in the country who 
are in want of Virus, can send their orders 


‘by mail, as it can be enclosed in a letter 


and transmitted without any great ex- 

pense of postage. June 1. 
Apothecaries’ Hall, 

No. 188 Washington Street. 


NEURALGIC DISEASES. 
A&A TREATISE on Neuralgic Diseases, 
dependent upon Irritation of the 
Spinal Marrow, and Ganglia of the Sym- 
pathetic Nerve. By THOMAS PRIDGIN 
I'gALR, Member of the Royal College of 


Surgeons in London, &c. Just received 
by CARTER & HENDEE. Nov. 2. 


UST published, and for sale, by CAR- 

TER & HENDEE,—Malaria; an 
Fesay on the Production and Propagation 
of this Poison. By Jonny McCun.oca, 
M.D. F.R.S8., &c. &c. 


WILLIAMS -ON DISEASES 
OF THE LUNGS. _. 
fi day received, by CARTER & 

HENDEEF, “ A Rational Exposition 
of the Physical Signs of the Diseases of 
the Lungs and Pleura, illustrating their 
Pathology and facilitating their Diagno- 
sis.” J.B. Winniams. 

Jec. 6. 


BECLARD’S GENERAL ANA- 
TOMY 


ARTER, HENDEE & BABCOCK 
have this day received—Elements 

of General Anatomy, or a Description of 
every kind of Organ composing the Hu- 
man Body. By P. A. Beciarpn, Profes- 
sor of Anatomy of the Faculty of Medicine 
of Paris. Preceded by a critical and bio- 
phical Memoir of the Life and Writ- 
ngs of the Author, By Onivier, M.D. 
Translated from the French, with Notes. 


By JosEru Tocno, M.D., Member of the 
Philadelphia Medical Society. Dec. 28. 


HALL ON LOSS OF BLOOD. 


TT IS day received, by CARTER & 
ENDEE, ** Researches, principal- 
ly relative to the Morbid and Curative 
Effects of Loss of Blood.” By MARSAALL 
Haut, M.D. F.R.S.E. Dec. 6. 


GERMAN LEECHES. 


ICHARD A. NEWELL, Druggist, 

Summer Street, respectfully informs 

the Physicians and Public generally, that 

he has just received a fresh supply of the 

above-named Leeches, which will be sold 
at a fair price. 


N. B.—Leeches sent to any part of the 
city, and_applied, without extra charge, 
by day or by night. — 6w—Nov. 8. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 
AND CHEMICALS. 


TUDENTS in want of the above 
articles, would do well to call, be- 
fore purchasing, at BREWER & BRO- 
THERS’, Nos. 90 and 92 Washington 
Street-—Boston. 
Oct. 15. dea 
ABERCROMBIE ON DISEASES 
OF THE STOMACH. 
UST received by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE—Pathological and Practical 
Researches on Diseases of the Stomach, 
the Intestinal Canal, the Liver, and other 
Viscera ofthe Abdomen. By Jonn ABER- 
cromBIE, M.D., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh, &c., 
and first Physician to his Majesty in 
Scotland. Sept. 28. 


ait. 


SURGEON DENTIST'S MA- 
NUAL. 


Be received, by CARTER & HEN- 
DEE, The Surgeon Dentist’s Anato- 
mical and Physiological Manual. By G. 
Waitr, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. | Nov. 2. 
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